HOW A  NATION WAS HOAXED

as * impracticable/ now he declares that * collective security
and collective action can alone save us.'1 In the House of
Commons, 18 May ^1934, unredeemed, he condemned sanc-
tions : believer, before the election, he acclaimed them :
backslider after the election, he denounced them again.
Gathering spiritual fervour as the election clay approached he
becomes more emphatic. In a broadcast, 25 October 1935 :

* We do not want and no one will propose huge forces for
this country/

On $8 October :

e There has not been, there is not and there will not be
any question of huge armaments or materially increased
forces/

On 30 October :

* I will never stand for a policy of great armaments,'
Ou 3* October, in u speech to the International Peace Society :

* I give you my word that there will be no great arma-
ments/

Finally ; * You ran surely trust me by now,9 on a hundred
thousand hoardings.

Thus did he show how complete was his renunciation of the
great rearmament policy he had hoped to inaugurate. Thus
by representing himself us believing in a policy to which, in
reality, he was opposed, he persuaded millions of people to
vote for him. Thus he defends his conduct :

e All I did was to take a moment perhaps less unfortunate
than another might have been, and we won the election
with a large majority ; but, frankly, 1 could conceive that
we should at that time, by advocating certain courses, have
been a great deal lens successful.**

Wont of all, he hud the audacity to claim that the majority
thus obtained gave him a mandate, not for the policy that he

1 Goveroment Kleedmi Miini&fto*

* Mmmd PtitUmwtfwy D$b^st Vol. $17, p. 1145.

5*3